Severe Flooding
In Tuscany and

Emilia-Romag
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March 16, 2025

Situation Report: Severe Flooding In Tuscany
And Emilia-Romagna

Overview and Current Status

¢ Timeline & Locations: Since March 14, @
torrential rains in Tuscany and Emilia- @
Romagna have caused widespread flooding.
Florence and Pisa are severely affected, with Emilia-Romagna
floodwaters breaching embankments in Pisa
. A A
and forcing road closures. %
Tuscany

¢ Immediate Risks: The Arno River (flowing

through Florence and Pisa) is under close 5\%

watch due to its historic potential for

catastrophic flooding. Authorities have
evacuated residents from high-risk areas.

¢ Emergency Efforts: Local rescue teams are
actively evacuating stranded individuals,
while regional and national agencies monitor
water levels and coordinate crisis
management.

Economic and Supply Chain Impacts

¢ Key Industries:
e Tuscany: Tourism, wine production, luxury goods, and cultural heritage in Florence.
¢ Emilia-Romagna: Agricultural “food valley,” automotive (Motor Valley), ceramics, machinery
production, and food processing.

e Agriculture: Flooding of fields may lead to crop damage, planting delays, and potential contamination
of farmland. Food processing and distribution networks face disruptions if production facilities or raw
material suppliers are compromised.

¢ Manufacturing: Potential damage to factories, warehouses, and disrupted logistics threaten just-in-
time production. Key sectors at risk include textiles (Tuscany), automotive (Emilia-Romagna), ceramics
(Modena), and machinery/equipment manufacturing.

Critical Logistics Vulnerabilities
e Transport Network:

e Roads: Closures on the Al Autostrada (ltaly’s main north-south artery) and other regional roads
disrupt national freight flows.



e Rail: High-speed rail lines connecting Milan-Bologna—-Florence—Rome may see slowdowns or
closures, forcing costly rerouting.

e Airports & Ports: While runways (Florence and Bologna airports) and the Port of Livorno may
remain operational, ground access and distribution are hindered.

¢ Intermodal Hubs & Warehousing: Facilities handling road-rail transfers and large distribution centers
around Bologna and Florence are vulnerable to flood damage, further straining supply chains.

Outlook & Actions

Next 7 Days (Immediate)

e Weather & Safety: Continued showers (50-70 mm) expected in the Arno basin and
western Emilia-Romagna, maintaining high river levels. Flood alerts remain in effect, with
landslide risks persisting.

e Emergency Response: Search and rescue efforts continue for 1,471 isolated residents
across 14 municipalities. Mobile teams are assisting local responders, while power
companies work to restore electricity. Engineers reinforce riverbanks and monitor dams.

e Immediate Relief: 248 evacuees housed in shelters, with food, water, and medical aid
delivered. Local volunteer clean-up drives are underway. Schools remain closed pending
safety inspections.

Next 14 Days

e Stabilization & Cleanup: As waters recede, damage assessments begin. Roads blocked
by landslides must be cleared and utilities restored. Health authorities will monitor water
quality.

e Ongoing Assistance: Support continues for displaced families, with shelters,
psychosocial aid, and mobile clinics. Weekly volunteer efforts focus on debris removal.

Next Month

e Reconstruction Planning: Infrastructure repairs begin, focusing on roads, levees, and
essential public facilities. National and EU emergency funds will support major recovery
projects.

e Community Rehabilitation: Most evacuees are expected to return home; alternative
housing to be provided where needed. Schools, healthcare centers, and businesses will
gradually reopen, supported by economic relief programs.

Conclusion

The flooding in Tuscany and Emilia-Romagna poses a significant threat to public safety, regional
economies, and global supply chains. Immediate priorities include sustaining emergency response,
safeguarding critical infrastructure, and ensuring continuity of essential goods movement.
Organisations linked to these regions should closely monitor developments, implement contingency
measures, and prepare for potential cascading effects in European and global supply networks. Regular
situation updates will advise stakeholders as the crisis evolves.



